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The Vaccine is the Light at the End of the Tunnel! 
Written by Joseph Pritchard, Chief Clinical Officer 

 

 

Through the work and effort of the entire Masonic Homes team, both the 
Union City and Covina Masonic Homes campuses received the COVID-19 vaccine 
in a series of clinics on January 14th and 15th. In Union City, over 500 residents 

and staff received the first dose of the vaccine. In Covina, almost all of the 
residents and staff were vaccinated, which was more than 100 people! These are 
unprecedented numbers. It is great to say unprecedented for a good thing! 

 The clinic in Union City was led and coordinated by Soledad Martinez, 
Executive Director, and Cynthia Cruz, Skilled Nursing Administrator. The clinics 
were almost flawless due to some impressive partnership and coordination between 
the Masonic Homes team and the Walgreens Pharmacy staff. A large “Thank you” 
needs to go out to every staff member. Administrative staff helping with check in, 
facilities with logistical preparation, the healthcare team helping escort and prepare 
residents, the front desk for announcements and coordination… the list goes on and 
on. Even certain residents helped prepare for the clinics! As always, the Masonic 
Homes is a family, and any success is built upon that foundation. Brotherly love, 
relief, and truth will always guide us.  
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Continued from page 1 The Vaccine 

The vaccine is the start of a new process in the fight against COVID-19. 
Previously, the focus was on prevention and keeping everyone safe by wearing 
masks, social distancing, washing hands, etc. These strategies help keep the 
campus safe but we all know they are difficult on everyone.  

The vaccine is a more active response to the Corona virus. The goal is to get 
as many people vaccinated as possible, so that the virus will not cause disease nor 

spread on campus. The vaccine allows the Masonic Homes to finally see a time 
when the strict measures that are currently in place can be relaxed and some 
semblance of normalcy returns. However, this does not mean that restrictions will 
stop as soon as everyone receives their second dose. The COVID-19 virus is still 
prevalent in the outside world, and there are still people (residents and staff) at the 

Masonic Homes who are very susceptible to the disease. The restrictions will 
remain in place until the State and Alameda County provide guidance on when 
things can revert to normal.  
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The second set of clinics is scheduled for February 4th and 5th. Everyone who 
received the vaccine in January will be asked to come in to receive their second 
dose. And it is this second dose that will confer the long-term immunity against 
COVID. In the meantime, everyone should continue to practice all the safety 
precautions that are in place. Perhaps, be even more vigilant. This is the last part of 
the race, where fatigue and bravado should be put aside for the final victory.  

Together, the Masonic Homes residents and staff have weathered this 

pandemic. The boat is taking on water, but not sinking. But we are not safe yet. The 
storm yet rages around us. Let us continue to work together until we reach safe 
harbor. We cannot win this fight without you, dear friends. We must prevail together! 

*************************************************************** 

Continued from page 2 The Vaccine 

Tripping Hazard—Written by Mike McComas 

   At my home, the New Year means new gadgets. 
New gadgets mean new cables all over the place that 
usually end up falling on the floor. While I may not 
think that these cords are big deal, they do pose as a 
tripping hazard for my family. So, I will make a New 
Year’s resolution that none of these cables stay on the 
ground.   
 Can you ensure that there are no cables on the  

floor in your home too this year?  With more and more devices going wireless, 
maybe one day we can live in a cord free world. But until then, let’s make sure that 
all cords are tucked away neatly and out of the way of where we walk as to help 
reduce the risk of tripping and falling. 
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Arrival of Vaccine Brings Hope—Written by the Lorber Recreation Team 
  Recently, Lorber Recreation staff were looking 

through Lorber photos from the beginning of 2020. 
These photos were of residents during a Wine 
Celebration, a music concert with the Hillbilly Band, 
and residents going on outings. 
 Moments like these seem like so long ago of 
residents, staff, volunteers, and families being able to 
celebrate together and socialize. All of us have had to 
adapt the way we socialize, communicate with family, 
and spend our leisure time. A Lorber dining room that 
  once held meals and recreation programs, such as bingo, has been turned into a break room 

and bingo games moved out to the hallways with restrictions and safety precautions.  

 On January 14, 2021 Lorber residents and staff received their first dose of the 
COVID 19 Vaccine. After this milestone moment, residents are hopeful for the next 
step in battling the pandemic. Some Lorber residents were asked how they feel about 
getting the vaccine. Here are some of their responses below. 

“Protection for me and others” – Nadine Wood 
“That my daughter will get hers soon” – Shirlee Warren 

“To be immune to the virus” – Betty Newman 
“For normalcy, returning back to normal” – Joyce Fiechtner 

“To be able to see my grandson and be able to share a baseball game” – Ari Eddleman 
“To go on outings again and see my family” – Lorraine Bode 

“Freedom from the virus” – Bill Young 
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   The Chaplain’s Corner 
by Chaplain Joel Ingram 

 Some years ago, I shared an article written anonymously (well, 
anonymous to me!) entitled “Burnt Biscuits”. I came across it this 
past month and thought it worthy of another “run”. I hope you enjoy 
it as much as I did. Wishing you all the best in the month of February.  

Burnt Biscuits 
 When I was a kid, my Mom liked to make breakfast 
food for dinner every now and then. I remember one night in 
particular when she had made breakfast after a long, hard day 
at work. On that evening so long ago, my Mom placed a plate 
of eggs, sausage and extremely burned biscuits in front of my 
Dad. I remember waiting to see if anyone noticed! 
 All my dad did was reach for his biscuit, smile at my 
Mom, and ask me how my day was at school. I don’t 
remember what I told him that night, but I do remember  
watching him smear butter and jelly on that ugly burned biscuit. He ate every bite of 
that thing…never made a face nor uttered a word about it! 
 When I got up from the table that evening, I remember hearing my Mom 
apologize to my Dad for burning the biscuits. And I’ll never forget what he said, 
“Honey, I love burned biscuits every now and then.” 
 Later that night, I went to kiss Daddy good night and I asked him if he really 
liked his biscuits burned. He wrapped me in his arms and said, “Your Mom put in a 
hard day at work today and she’s real tired. And besides–a little burned biscuit never 
hurt anyone!” 
 As I’ve grown older, I’ve thought about that many times. Life is full of imperfect 
things and imperfect people. 
 I’m not the best at hardly anything, and I forget birthdays and anniversaries just 
like everyone else. But what I’ve learned over the years is that learning to accept each 
other’s faults and choosing to celebrate each other’s differences is one of the most 
important keys to creating a healthy, growing, and lasting relationship. 
 And that’s my prayer for you today…that you will learn to take the good, the 
bad, and the ugly parts of your life and lay them at the feet of God. Because in the end, 
He’s the only One who will be able to give you a relationship where a burnt biscuit 
isn’t a deal-breaker! 
 We could extend this to any relationship. In fact, understanding is the base of any 
relationship, be it a husband-wife or parent-child or friendship! 
“Don’t put the key to your happiness in someone else’s pocket–keep it in your own.” 
So, please pass me a biscuit, and yes, the burned one will do just fine. 
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Mystery of the Entrance Pillars at the Masonic Home at 
Union City, California—Written by Resident, Bruce Rick 

 The two thirty-foot-high pillars at the entrance to the Masonic Home at Union 
City, California do not have any plaques to tell us why they are there, the height they 
are, or why the design is in repeated blocks of three. They are set at an angle like an 
open gate welcoming all to come inside. 
 I have a theory.—The earliest photographs show that the driveway we 
currently use is in the original location off Mission Boulevard. Without exact dates 
on the photographs of the archway, I estimate the stone gateway arch and wall were 
erected about 1903-1905, allowing some time for construction after opening of the 
Main Building in 1898. Using the height of a 1909 right-hand-steering automobile 
parked in the gateway arch, the gateway itself is about thirty feet high and about forty 
feet wide.  
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Continued from page 6 Mystery... 
 We haven’t seen any intact gateway arch signature stone blocks like the 
Masonic Home name block, or the Masonic emblem emblazoned on the arch 
keystone for exact measurements. 
 The accompanying low rock wall still exists, is built with three sets of rocks, 
is straight for a section, then curves to reflect the driveway curve. In addition, there 
is a capstone at the end of both North and South walls.  
 It appears that, as the Home got busier, automobiles and trucks got wider, the 
gateway had to be razed, probably within the first five years or so. No entrance 
pictures have been found to tell us if there were any entry markers. We do notice 
curbing of the driveway in the photograph with the automobile. 
 The design of the pillars appears to reflect the more modern 1950’s-60’s style 
of architecture, with some suggestions of symbolism. 

The pillars are:  
 About thirty feet 
tall, the same height as 
the original 1905 
gateway placed in the 
same position as the 
original gateway ends, 
and, forty feet apart the 
facade of eleven blocks 
of three rows each, 
repeating, are darker to 
lighter gray stone look-
alikes, and could 
reflect the three tenets 
of Freemasonry: 
Brotherly Love, Relief 
and Truth. 
  The aerial view of 

our front entrance can 
help you visualize one 
hundred and fifty years 
of driving past the 
original wall leading up 
to the old stone gateway 
arch, driving into the 
entrance, fading into a 
view of the replacement 
pillars and up the 
driveway to the Masonic 
Homes at Union City.  
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Spotlight on the 
Masonic Homes Way-By MHW Team 

 This month’s Masonic Home Spotlight shines on a long-time member of 
the Masonic Home Staff who is stranger to exactly no one. Here are some hints as 
to who it is. See how well you know him/her? 
Hint 1: This person has worked at the Masonic Home for 18 years. 
Hint 2: This person is usually quite animated and always has a story to tell. 
Hint 3: This person is particularly fond of soccer and fishing. 
Hint 4: This person is the same height as John Marshall. 
Did you guess? Are you right? If you guessed John Marshall, then good job!  
 For those of you who don’t know, sometime in 2021 Mr. Marshall is 
scheduled to fry his last fish (well, his last fish FOR US). Yes, the time has come 
for John to give a final lunchtime announcement, sample his last bacon-wrapped 
filet mignon (for some reason John always thought these needed sampling! 
hmmm), and hold his last staff meeting. Hard to believe this day is upon us. Most 
people just assumed John would segue to being a Masonic Homes resident 
volunteering in the dish room, but no – he really is leaving. 
 This article is not about John’s departure (sad though that may be), but 
about the way John has overseen our food service during his many years here. 
Having wasted so much space above, I have now cornered myself into discussing 
just three ways John has demonstrated the principles of the Masonic Homes Way 
in his work: 
   First, let’s talk about the Masonic 

Home garden. It’s on its last legs and that’s 
a shame. But when we benefited from its 
bounty it was all because John wanted the 
best for residents and staff here at the Home. 
Our garden gave residents a place to get 
their hands dirty and get some exercise out 
in nature. It provided extra delicious, 
nutritious, and ever-changing food options 
come mealtime. And, it saved the Home a 
good bit of coin. Thanks John. Your extra 
work was our blessing. 
 Second, John lived Masonic Homes 
principles by seeking to incorporate resident 
recipes onto the Home’s menu. Who ever 
heard of such a thing? Residents gave their 
favorite recipes to John and he’d have the 
staff scale it up for all to enjoy. I’ve never 
heard of a senior home anywhere doing this. 
It was the Masonic Family in approach top 
to bottom. How special. Thanks John. 
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Continued from page 8 Spotlight... 
 Finally, John exemplified Masonic Homes Way by going MANY extra 
miles for the benefit of so MANY residents in need. I’ll give just one example of 
late, but this is the kind of thing John has done for as long as I’ve known him. 
One of our residents recently had surgery. Unfortunately, the surgery not only 
took away the problem it also removed the resident’s appetite. But a body needs 
nutrition to heal and John did his part to meet that need. Guess he was the 
physician of food in this case. Anyhow, John knew what this resident really liked 
to eat and made the PERSONAL EFFORT to go out, buy and prepare that food so 
he’d eat well and get better. John didn’t put this effort up on a billboard or write 
about it in the Messenger (that’s why we have to do it for him now), but he just 
did it. It needed doing and John did it. 
 We could say more, but we think it’s really important that John not retire 
right after reading this column because his head no longer fits through the front 
door. But, so long as he has a “door-sized” head we want him to KEEP coming to 
work! 
 John is a great Mason, a very good cook, and a blessing to our Masonic 
Homes. Thank you, John. We’re better for your time with us. 
 ****************************************************** 

I've worked in several industries including a law firm, 
Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati, as a Legal 
Secretary, and Claremont Resort & Spa – A Fairmont 
Hotel as a Banquet Manager. 
  I was born and raised in the beautiful islands of 
the Philippines; I like to claim that I'm the original 
"thrilla in Manila." When I'm not working, I love to 
travel. I stay calm, grounded, healthy, and thankful by 
meditating every day. A lot of my time is devoted to 
raising my 14-year-old son, Mickael. You can find me 
on any given night volunteering as a team mom for my 
son's High School and AAU basketball and football 
teams. I am looking forward to getting to know all of 
you.    

 Mabuhay!  My 
name is Eleine Tobias 
and I am your new 
Administrative 
Assistant. I am so 
excited to join the 
Dietary team. I have 
worked in the Bay Area 
for over years 25 years.   
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Concert Performances—Written by RCFE Recreation Team 

 The variety of music will not be just classical, we will have concerts from 
Big Bands from the past, such as The Glenn Miller Orchestra to contemporary 
Big Bands, such as Big Bad Voodoo Daddies. Country Music icons like Johnny 
Cash and Patsy Cline will grace our screen, and as well as Elvis and the Beatles. 
 Occasionally we will spotlight composers, such as George Gershwin, 
Antonio Vivaldi, Aaron Copland, and John Williams. We will also focus on 
conductors such as Maurice Ravel and Sarah Hicks.    
 We will show the latest concerts available and concerts from decades 
past.  Broadcasting full concerts and selected pieces of music. 
 We will have themed concerts, such as Film scores and Baroque classical. 
We will also play some of television's greatest music variety shows. So please 
tune in on Tuesday afternoon at 1:00 pm on channel 1-2 and sit back and listen to 
some wonderful concert music. 

 As some of you may have noticed recently 
on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm on Channel 1-2, we 
have added a series of concert performances 
from The Danish National Symphony.  
 This is the start of our new weekly 1-2 
Channel concert series, called Masonic Tune-In 
Hour. 
 Over the course of the year, we will 
highlight different singers, bands, and 
symphonies from all around the world. From the 
Boston Pops to the Hollywood Bowl to The 
National Arab Orchestra to London Symphony 
Orchestra and to YouTube’s very own 
Symphony Orchestra. 
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Written by Chris Gershtein, Sr. Director  
Clinical Quality Management 

 Since the last update, there have been seven Blue Box Cards submitted as 
of January 19, 2021. There were three compliments in this batch! One was for 
RCFE LVN, Mayra Castro, who was very helpful to a resident who had a dental 
emergency on a weekend. She got the dentist in, stayed with the resident offering 
support and comfort, and then checked in that night to make sure the resident was 
doing okay. One was for John Marshall and Dining Services for switching to the 
white food containers. The resident submitting the card noted that they make the 
meals more appealing and hopes that you stick with them. The third compliment 
was for the 2021 Calendar. The resident who submitted this card would like to 
thank all who worked to prepare the calendar. He reports, “We like the large size 
and we do use it every day! We hope to see more activities to fill it up, soon!” All 
these compliments were sent to administration and to the managers of the staff 
involved so that they can be recognized for the great work that they have done.   
There were four resident concerns: 
1. One concern/suggestion stated, “Please instruct the meal tray deliverers from 

Tray Line to KNOCK ON THE DOOR when they put the trays of food on the 
table by our doors. The noon meal deliverers especially. Thank you.” This has 
been passed on to Dining Services so that they can let the delivery people 
know.   

2. One resident writes, “It would be safer for one or two residents at a time who 
have not been off campus to go to the store to buy items. Instead of staff 
person who has been off campus many times. They must handle items wanted, 
off shelf, to cashier, and then to resident.  Also probably buying for more than 
one resident at same time and must handle all these items.” This has been sent 
to Administration for consideration.   

3. One resident noted, “We must trust staff are careful when they leave campus.  
We have no choice.”  He/she also notes, “There are two rules for residents. 
Those with cars can drive to their “Dr.’s appointments.” We have drivers to 
take residents to doctors. Those without cars are driven to appointments. Why 
two rules?  Those with cars can “just run in the store,” “stop for a cup of 
coffee,” etc. Is this fair and safe?” This card was directed to Gary Charland 
and Administration for consideration and discussion.   

4. One resident noted that for a few months after McCarthy was done here the 
door from the mailboxes on 2nd Sedam/Adams hallway was open for resident 
use, but now there is yellow tape covering the door. Resident would like to 
know the reason why and whether it is necessary because many times it 
means taking longer routes to places. This was directed to Dennis Lopiccolo 
and Administration so that answer to the question can be delivered to the 
residents.   

  Thank you very much for continuing to use this communication tool, 
especially for any safety related issues. Please keep the cards coming!   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-oYLBjcbLAhVMx2MKHbzJBrYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.windowssearch-exp.com%2Fimages%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DBlue%2BBox%2BLogo%26FORM%3DRESTAB&bvm=bv.117218890,d.cG
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Innovations Update—Written by Jasmine Myers 

   Happy February, Family. I hope you’re all having an overall great start to your 
year. Things are hopeful on all fronts, including the Innovations department.  
 Your Innovations team is dedicated to the betterment of our campus through 
technology. Even though we have been through a crazy past year, it doesn’t mean that 
we have stopped pushing to improve our campus. We are constantly adjusting behind the 
scenes for more efficient experiences. 
 I’m happy to announce we will be using the web portal to play a few rounds of 
bingo this month, so I hope you’ll join us. Check out instructions on the portal home 
page under Announcements. 
 Did you know that Alexa, the smart speaker, in the halls and in some resident 
rooms is connected to the nurses and front desk if you need something and can’t get to 
the phone? Just say “Alexa, tell The Team I need my nurse.” After that, Alexa will say 
“It sounds like you need a nurse. I’ve notified the appropriate staff member.” A nurse 
will be in contact shortly. If this doesn’t happen, try again. Alexa might not have heard 
you correctly. There are many things you can ask Alexa for help with.   
 Before I go, a joke—What do computers eat for snacks?   

Microchips! 

 Have a great month and don’t forget to smile.  

Unity is Great Strength—Submitted by Ola Afolabi 

A man who calls his kinsmen to a feast does not do so to 
redeem them from starving. They all have food in their own 

houses. 
 

When we gather in the moonlight at the village ground,  
it is not because of the moon. 

Every man can see it in his own compound. 
 

We come together because it is good for kinsmen to do so. 
Therefore let us continue with the team spirit  

And enjoy the power of togetherness. 
 

Let’s smile not because we don’t have problems  
But because we are stronger than the problems 

************************************************** 
Alone I can smile but together we can laugh. 

Alone I can enjoy but together we can celebrate. 
Alone I can talk but together we can speak 

************************************************** 
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Submitted by Resident, Zelma Campbell 

My Love  
A girl asked her sweetheart, “Do you love me?” Of course, 
I do dear” he answered. “Then would you die for me?” she 
probed. “Uh-no. My Love for you is an underlying kind of 
love.” 

Crazy for You 
A sleek tomcat fell in love with her lovely calico next door. 
“You’re so beautiful”, he purred in her ear. “I’ll die for 
you.” Coyly she looked at him and said, “How many 
times?” 

Have Questions? 
Q. What did the French chef give his wife on her birthday? 
A. A hug and quiche! 
Q. What did one raindrop say to the other? 
A. Two’s a company; three’s a cloud.  

Love and Marriage 
Ron and Ellen had been dating for over six months when 
Ellen said to her mother, “Every week, he gives me another 
expensive gift! How can I get him to stop spending so 
much money on me?” “Marry him,” her mother replied. 
********************************************  

What Does Love Mean? —Submitted by Resident, Jeanne Benedict 

 A group of professional people posed this question to a group of 4 to 8 year-olds, 
'What does love mean?' The answers they got were broader, deeper, and more profound 
than anyone could have ever imagined! 
 'Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries 

without making them give you any of theirs.' Chrissy—age 6 
 'Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.' Terri—age 4 
 'Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before 

giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK.' Danny—age 8 
 'Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and 

just listen.' Bobby—age 7 (Wow!) 
 'If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate.' 

Nikka—age 6 (we need a few million more Nikka's on this planet) 
 'Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after 

they know each other so well.' Tommy—age 6 
 'Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken.' Elaine—age 5 
 'Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day.' 

Mary Ann—age 4 
 And the final one: The winner was a four-year-old child whose next-door neighbor 

was an elderly gentleman who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, 
the little boy went into the old gentleman's yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat 
there. When his mother asked what he had said to the neighbor, the little boy said, 
'Nothing, I just helped him cry.' 



 

Messenger—February 2021—Page  14 

Residents 
Ann. 
Date 

Years 

Harold & Jo Scott 2/3 76 

Craig & Linda Peck 2/10 20 

Cecil & Colette Mahurin 2/14 26 

Earl & Sheri Purington 2/14 14 

Ted & Letha Tatro 2/20 28 

Resident Birthdays 

EDITH ECKLUND (104) 2/1 

BETTY GIBSON 2/2 

BARBARA SULLIVAN 2/3 

ED AUGUADRO 
JIM NIKAS 

2/6 

JODY TAYLOR 2/8 

BOB HUBER 2/10 

BILL SHAFFER 2/11 

ED BURGLE 
CHARLOTTE HOFFMAN 

2/13 

JANET AUGUADRO 2/14 

EUNICE ANTONETTI 
LARRY HOLLOMON 

2/22 

COLETTE MAHURIN 2/24 

PAT CROSS 2/25 

DON WALDEN 2/27 
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Bill Hammerback 
July 20,1930—January 9, 

2021 
Mason of: Peninsula #168 

 

In Memoriam 

Gene Newman 
November 19,1927—
December 25, 2020 

Mason of: Volcano #56  

Michiko Hayes 
January 31, 1931—
December 31, 2020 
Sponsoring Lodge:  

Scepter #143 

Edward Garfield 
December 22,1930—January 

10, 2021 
Mason of: Table Mountain 

#124 
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The Messenger is published monthly as a 
vehicle of communication and entertainment for 
the residents and staff of the Masonic Homes at 
Union City with a focus on sharing information 
about residents, Home activities, and items of 
interest to the Masonic Family.  
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Messenger Online: Find us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/Masonic Homes of CA or at 
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city-campus/Resident Newsletter (Color 
Print)  
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Mission: “Together we create meaningful life 
experiences that make a profound difference.”  

 
The Pillars: Safety, Personal Connection, 
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