
Dear Masonic Senior Outreach Clients, Families and Lodges: 

We hope your spring season is off to a great start. The weather is warming up, 
the days are filled with more sunlight and many activities are beginning to re-
sume. Our Masonic Homes campuses and lodges are now able to welcome folks 

back. How exciting!  

As things appear to be heading in a positive direction, MOS is preparing for our 
team to resume travel again. This will be a slow and phased process, as we ramp 
up our visits in a safe manner. MOS will continue to follow all safety guidelines 
to ensure our staff and clients remain safe while doing home visits. We know 

this is something you all have been looking forward to, including our team.   

Finally, we want to thank our MSW Interns, Isabela, Brooklynn and Margot for 
all of their support this past school year, provided to our clients and team. We 

wish them much success in their 2nd year of graduate school.  

Thank you and please continue to stay safe,    

Sabrina Montes  

Message From Executive Director 

Tax Day 

Tax season is here, and I am sure you must have heard of the saying—nothing is certain except death and 
taxes.  Let us take a short glimpse on Tax Rates through the years.  In 1980’s The Economic Recovery Tax 
Act of 1981 slashed the highest rate from 70 to 50 %, Tax Reform Act of 1986, dropped the top rate to 28 
% for tax years beginning in 1988.  In 1990s-2012 the rate jumped to 39.6 %.  And in 2013- 2017 it went up 

back to 43.4 &.  From 2018 to present, the maximum federal income tax rate is 40.8 %.   

Last year, tax filing was extended until July.  For 2020 tax year related to global pandemic, IRS deadline to 
file is extended to May 17, 2021.  Note that relief does not apply to estimated tax payments that are due 
on April 15, 2021. The State of California also announced it will extend the state tax filing and payment 
deadline for individuals to May 17, 2021.  Although the deadline is extended, IRS data shows that taxpayers 
who file by late February get significantly larger refunds than those who file later—around $400 on average 

4. 5. (ramseysolutions.com). Similarly, to death some people also fear tax.  
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-Camille S., Lodge & Outreach Educator 

MOS hosted our first Lodge Outreach (LO) Skills Workshop on Tues-

day, March 30th, 2021 from 6-7 PM. This was held on virtual platform via 

Zoom and open to Divisions 3-9. During this time, we checked in with 

LO Training Coordinators to discuss what engagement looks like with 

their Brothers/members and did some learning about the soft skills that 

can make it better. We spent some time in Zoom breakout groups practicing these skills, with 

additional support from MOS staff.  This workshop focused on these questions and concerns: 

 Have you ever felt like you wanted more help with starting outreach conversations with a 

Brother?  

 Have you ever wondered what sort of confidentiality rules you should follow?  

 Have you ever struggled with a Brother that just won’t take the help?  

We truly appreciated all who attended and hope everyone found it enjoyable! We look forward 

to hosting our second LO Skills Workshop again in the summertime.  

Lodge Outreach Workshops 

Easter 

Page 2 

This year Easter will be celebrated on Sunday, April 4th, 2021.  Have you ever thought about why 
Easter falls on a different date each year?  Easter and many other church holidays related to it, 
like Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday and Good Friday are known as “moveable feasts”.  They do 
not fall on a fixed date on the Gregorian calendar, which follows the cycle of the Sun and the sea-
sons instead, these follow a lunisolar calendar.  The date for Easter is determined by the first Sun-
day following the Paschal Full Moon, which is the first full Moon of Spring, which occurs on or 
shortly after the spring equinox.  Last year many families did not get to celebrate Easter with 
loved ones as it was just the beginning of the Pandemic.  This year looks brighter. Many people 
are getting vaccinated, and counties are moving into a less restrictive tier making it is possible 
that we will be able to celebrate Easter this year with loved ones.  Of course, make sure all the 
safety precautions are in place such as, having an outdoor event, wearing a facemask, keeping 

physical distance, and washing our hands.  Happy Easter! 

The current restrictions of the COVID-19 pandemic haven’t stopped our Breezie 

group from having fun! Despite all the chaos going on, Breezie participants continue 

to thrive in their social lives. Our Breezie tablets allow client’s to not only meet as a 

group but also with their friends and family. With the beginning of the new year, 

interns took the opportunity to brainstorm goals together by creating a vision 

board. Participants threw out ideas such as improving overall health by incorporating more self-
care, mindfulness, healthy eating, and exercise in their daily routine. Participants expressed a long-

ing for improvement on their outlook on life by staying positive as well as having more patience. 

In contrast to the state of our current society, Breezie participants remain optimistic and contin-

ue to support one another. Our Breezie tablets have created an advantage for those who partici-

pate in our program by allowing them to have unlimited access to social interaction throughout 

the entirety of the pandemic. 

Staying Connected Through Breezie 

-Patricia P., MA Social Worker 

-Brooklynn M., USC Intern 
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We are happy to announce that following the guidelines of the Department of Social Services, we 

are starting back on the right track to normalcy.   

The dining room is open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner with single seating only, and we are work-
ing on being able to have two residents dining together at one table and two couples dining togeth-

er at one table.  

Residents who leave campus on outings and have not been exposed to COVID-19, have remained 
6 feet apart from others and limited their visits to no more than 3 households will continue to be 

screened upon returning to campus but will no longer be required to quarantine.  

While outside visiting is encouraged when weather permits, residents are now able to visit with 
other residents in their apartments and invite friends and family members to campus. There is a 
limit of 4 people who can gather, and guests are not yet invited to the dining room, but we are get-

ting closer.  

Residents have been warriors in the fight against COVID-19. It was hard not being able to go out-
side, not being able to see loved ones, and simply being isolated in a room.  The Recreation Team 
has been devoted to making sure all activities are safe as possible.  For example, they have been 
playing BINGO with residents in their rooms  and delivering daily snacks to residents’ rooms. Both 
have been a great success.  Recreation has been keeping up with the family visitations as 
well.  With the vaccines being administered all activities will soon be starting up again.  The staff 

and residents have done a tremendous job in keeping everyone safe. 

Now that most have been vaccinated, there is so much to look forward to in the Spring of 
2021.  Residents are able to see families and friends, go outside for some fresh air, and they have 
begun to meet in small groups.  Both Residents and staff are overjoyed with the slow reopening of 
many activities that have been missed.  Everyone is excited for the new possibilities on cam-
pus.  And after several months of on-going construction work, the wildlife has found its way back 
onto the hillsides. The top and back side of the hills are covered with beautiful wildflowers, includ-

ing the amazing California poppies. 

April Fools’ Day is celebrated on April 1 each year and includes the tradition of playing practical jokes 
on others and then yelling, “April Fools!” to indicate they have been the subject of a prank.  Did you 
know that it has been celebrated for centuries by many different cultures and that the origin of the holi-

day is somewhat of a mystery?   

While there are many theories as to the origin of the day, one prominent theory is that it dates to 1582, 
when France switched from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar.  The Julian calendar’s year 
began in April with the spring equinox, but the new Gregorian calendar’s year began on January 1.  Peo-
ple who did not recognize the new year had moved to January 1 and continued to celebrate in April be-

came the subject of joke and pranks called “April fools”. 

Throughout the last century, there have been many famous recorded April Fools’ pranks but here’s one 
of my favorites:  In 1957, the BBC news program Panorama broadcast a story about the elimination of 
the “spaghetti weevil”.  The story included footage of Swiss farm workers pulling strands of spaghetti 
from trees and the news program reported the Swiss farmers were experiencing a record spaghetti har-

vest.  April Fools! 

Covina Campus Update 

Union City Campus Update 

April Fool’s Day 
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-Sol S., Manager of Masonic Assistance 

-Thu V., Applications Coordinator MA 

-Tara K., MOS Office Manager 



As I sit and reminisce about my days while I raised my children, I am always moved to say 

thank you to my Lord for the special blessing of Motherhood.  Looking at photos and me-

mentos of those days brings back memories of the best years of my life.  And the 

memory which touches my heart the most is a Mother’s Day card which I received from 

my child when he was about seven years old.  The card was made by little hands, first 

learning to write.  It was out of construction paper, folded in half and decorated on the front with a 

great big crayon produced flower.   

Inside was the message, printed in large far from perfect but saying the perfect thought: 

“I love you Mommy!” 

This card still brings a tear to my eyes but followed by a chuckle when I look at the signature:  My 

child’s full name as if an ID was required! 

P.S.I still have this card and treasure it! 

Sewing For A Good Cause 

Motherhood 

Jokes, Jokes, Jokes 
 What's the best thing about Switzerland? I 

don't know, but their flag is a huge plus. 

 Where do you find a cow with no legs? Right 

where you left it. 

 If April showers bring May flowers, what do 

May flowers bring? Pilgrims. 

 Which branch of the military accepts toddlers? 

The infantry. 

 Did you know you can actually listen to the 

blood in your veins? You just have to listen var-

icosely. 

 I stand corrected!" said the man in the ortho-

pedic shoes.  

 I told my physical therapist that I broke my arm 

in two places. He told me to stop going to 

those places. 
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Ruth Turner, a member of the Eastern Stars, living in a Holiday Independent 

Community in Texas; is a lively, big-hearted, and compassionate woman al-

ways looking to make a difference in someone’s life.  She decided to take 

matters into her own hands and put her time, hands, and sewing machine to 

good use.  

A local Eastern Star chapter shared a need for masks in the downtown 

Houston Children’s Hospital and called upon Ruth to assist. Ruth was honored and able to produce the 
1st 150 masks and her sewing machine broke! Word was out concerning Ruth’s good deeds and to her 

surprise another Eastern Star Chapter buddy loaned a sewing machine to keep efforts going.  

A nurse named Sara and a local volunteer for 7yrs in the community visited the Holiday community, 

heard about Ruth making masks and wanted to contribute. Sara shared she had been to an estate sale 

and found tons of fabric that was graciously sold by the seller for $200. Once the seller understood the 

cause he offered “all threads and trimming for free” this was a blessing and confirmation the two should 

keep going; that was the beginning of their partnership. Since then, Ruth has made mask for 2 Alzhei-

mer’s hospitals, and Wounded Warriors amongst others. Ruth partnered with another Eastern Stars 

chapter on behalf of the Shriners to provide masks during a very special make-a-wish event; Shriners 

built a ramp/ slide to assist a little boy to ride a horse. Ruth and Sara have put their idle time to use, sav-

ing lives, and produced 8,500 masks to date and still going.  

- Submitted by MOS Client 

-Brandi W., SoCal CM 

-Submitted by Esperanza E., SoCal CM 
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What better way to spread the warmth than celebrating National Say 

Something Nice Day? Originating from South Carolina in the year 2006, 

National Say Something Nice Day is new as far as official national days go. 

By the establishment of this annual commemoration, it is hoped to help 

fight bullying and promote civility especially in troubled times. Why not join 

the festivities in your own way? For ideas, start here: 

Write notes of thanks and well-wishes to your friends and family. Think along the lines of your 
local coffee shop baristas writing a quick message on a takeaway cup. It could be nice for them to 

learn from you directly how grateful you are for them. 

Far too many people are using social media to rant and vent, or worse, speak ill of others without 

just cause. You can lead by example in encouraging others to change the script. Make it even 

more engaging with a question – “What is the nicest thing anyone has ever said to you?” could 

elicit some interesting answers.  

"It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who 

died. Rather we should thank God such men 

lived." – George S. Patton 

"In the End, we will remember not the words of 

our enemies, but the silence of our friends." 

– MLK Jr 

"You will never do anything in this world without 

courage.” – Aristotle 

“As we express our gratitude, we must never for-

get that the highest appreciation is not to utter 

the words, but to live by them.”  – JFK 

“Never throughout history has a man who lived a 

life of ease left a name worth remembering.” 

- Theodore Roosevelt 

“Those who have long enjoyed such privileges as 

we enjoy forget in time that men have died to win 

them.” -Franklin D. Roosevelt 

“Our nation owes a debt to its fallen heroes that 

we can never fully repay.” 

- Barack Obama 

Fatherhood 

What does fatherhood mean to you? “Completeness. The love and sincerity of my chil-

dren and family,” replied fellow Mason John Severe. However, for John, fatherhood had 

its difficult times. John experienced losing two sons, which was devastating, but never 

lost hope. “The anticipation of having a child is the best. We kept trying and ended up 

having our daughter then a son.” What John enjoyed most about Father’s Day is the memories his 

family created, special holiday traditions, filled with love and affection. “Now being a grandfather is the 

fun part, they get to always worry about me,” jokes John. When asked how he celebrates Father’s Day 

John replies, “Since it’s close to my birthday we celebrate both. I usually go out to eat with my family.” 

Memorial Day 

Memorial Day is a well-known holiday in the United States that honors the fallen soldiers who sacri-

ficed their lives to serve their country.  Throughout the years, many have vocalized their support and 

appreciation for these brave men and women.  A collection of some of those quotes are below: 

National “Say Something Nice” Day 
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-Amy A., Central CA MOS Manager 

-Quynh T., Southern CA MOS Manager 

-Margot G., USC Intern 



Cinco de Mayo (May 5th) commemorates the Battle of Puebla on May 5th, 
1862 in which Mexican troops fought against French soldiers. The French 
troops were certain that they would be able to carve out a new territory in 
Mexico, particularly because they had 6,000 troops and modern artillery. They 
fought against 2,000 Mexican men led by General Ignacio Zaragoza from day-
break until the early evening, after which the French retreated because they 
had lost over 1,000 of their soldiers. While Cinco de Mayo is not a popular 
day of celebration in Mexico, the United States have adopted it as an im-

portant holiday. It is important to note that this is not Mexican Independence Day, but instead it was a 
symbolic victory for the Mexican government and bolstered the resistance movement, eventually contrib-

uting to the retreat of French troops from Mexico all together. Viva Mexico! 

1650 E. Old Badillo St. 

Covina, CA 91724 

1-888-466-3642 

Brotherly Love, Relief, Truth 

 

MASONIC HOMES OF 

CALIFORNIA 

 

Our Mission: 

In keeping with the tenets of freemasonry, the Ma-

sonic Homes of California will promote the quality 

of life by empowering our members, their families 

and our communities to live well and achieve 

meaningful and rewarding lives.  

We’re on the web 

Masonichomes.org 

-Lizette M., Outreach & Education Manager 

-Gabriela A., Northern CA MOS Manager 

National Cheese Day 
June 4th is the day to celebrate one of humankind’s favorite foods --- cheese! 

The origin of cheese is a mystery because cheesemaking predates written records.  The only thing we de-

finitively know is that cheese was made in ancient Egypt and Greece.   After that, our knowledge of cheese 

history improves.  By the time the Roman Empire was in full swing, cheese-making had become a wide-

spread practice in most of Europe and the Middle East.  Ancient Romans enjoyed hundreds of different 

types of cheeses and traded them throughout the Roman Empire. 

While cheese has certainly been around for a very long time, the cheeses we know and love today only 

date back about 500 years. While the Ancient Romans had hundreds of cheese choices, we have approxi-

mately 1400 types of cheese available for our gustatory pleasure. Celebrating National Cheese Day is sim-

ple. Just make time to enjoy some cheese. Cheese and crackers, cheese ravioli – the possibilities are end-

less!  If you’re inclined to virtually share, use the hashtag #NationalCheeseDay when posting photos of 

your cheesy delectable to social media. 

Cinco De Mayo 


